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Historical Overview

• 1808 – 1813. Great School in Belgrade
• 1838 – 1841. Lyceum in Kragujevac
• 1841 – 1863. Lyceum in Belgrade
• 1863 – 1905. Great School
• 1905 University Law (Univ. Belgrade)
• 1960 Establishment of other 

universities (Novi Sad, Niš…)
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HEI in Serbia

• Universities (18)

– 8 Public

– 10 Private

• Schools of Applied Studies (61)

– 48 Public

– 13 Private
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Distribution of students according to financing 
(218,231)
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Fields of Education

Education

Arts and Humanities

Social Sci, Business, Law

Nat Sci, Math, Comp

Engineering

Agriculture, Veterinary

Health and Welfare

Services
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Legal framework

• Bologna Declaration – signed in 2003 (Berlin)

• Law on Higher Education

– enacted in 2005 – Bologna principles

• Three cycle system

• Mobility

• Quality control

• 2017 Law on Higher Education



HE Bodies in Serbia

• Ministry of Education, Science and Technological 
Development

• National  Council for Higher Education (NCHE)
• Commission for Accreditation and Quality Control (CAQA) 

(Member of ENQA from 2013, and EQAR from 2014) –
Now National Accreditation Body) – certificate for 
accreditation
– MESTD – work permit 

• Conference of Universities of Serbia (CONUS)
• Conference of Academies of Applied Studies (CAAS)
• Student Conference of Universities 
• Student Conference of Academies of Professional Career 

Studies
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New Law on Higher Education (2017):

• Strengthening third mission of universities

• Introduction of short-cycle and part-time 
studies

• Strengthening the cooperation with industry 
Council of Employers

• New category of teaching staff – top business 
experts

• More government control and less 
institutional autonomy



Challenges

• University Autonomy

• Financing of Public Universities

• Participation in EU Funded Research (FP9, 
ERC..)

• Status of Serbian HEI in European Education 
Area

• …..
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University Autonomy in Europe
The Scorecard 2017

29 Countries
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Horizon 2020



Horizon 2020



Professor Vesna Crnojević Bengin, 
Pi ANTARES project

ANTARES – H2020 TEAMING project
To evolve BioSense Center into 
European Center of Excelence in ICT 
research applied to Agriculture and Environment

Biosense Institute
Wageningen University



Challenges

• University Autonomy

• Financing of Public Universities

• Participation in EU Funded Research (FP9, 
ERC..)

• Status of Serbian HEI in European Education 
Area

• …..

University of Belgrade



Mutual 
recognition of 

diplomas

European 
universities

EU student 
card

European Education Area
University of Belgrade


