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Number of ERC grants
An indicator of excellence ?

The European Research Council was set up in 2007
as the first European funding body for frontiers research
(about 17% of annual H2020 budget)
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Highly Cited Papers

The top 1% in 22 ESI subject areas (Web of Science)
can be used to benchmark research performance worldwide
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These indicators are correlated 

in most EU countries 
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Highly Cited Papers

Equation y = a + b*x

Weight No Weighting

Residual Sum of 
Squares

144922,06297

Pearson's r 0,98362

Adj. R-Square 0,96571

Value Standard Error

B Intercept -66,05366 28,08814

B Slope 0,69249 0,02991
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Does the size matter ?
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Equation y = a + b*x

Weight No Weighting

Residual Sum of 
Squares

1076,20732

Pearson's r 0,90234

Adj. R-Square 0,80389

Value Standard Error

B Intercept 0,47918 2,58444

B Slope 0,02471 0,00278

V4

* EUROSTAT + ERC data, combined



V4 countries
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Weight No Weighting

Residual Sum of 
Squares

1076,20732

Pearson's r 0,90234

Adj. R-Square 0,80389

Value Standard Error

B Intercept 0,47918 2,58444

B Slope 0,02471 0,00278



Highly Cited Papers vs. R&D exp. 
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* EUROSTAT + Web of Science data (2015), combined


